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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently amended) A method for promoting products with a central 
server over a computer network comprises: 

receiving a specification of a promotion for a product from a first computer, 

creating an electronic incentive in response to the specification; 

transferring the electronic incentive to an application server across the computer 
network, wherein the application server is coupled to a merchant server; 

receiving usage data of the electronic incentive from the application server, 
wherein the usage data is determined in response to a promotion usage condition pf an fofatnnrft 
of the electronic incentive indicated by the merchant application server; and 

generating a report in response to the usage data; 

wherem thq insta nce of the electronic incentive is instantiatedJnj£gponse to an 
invocation of a method on a serv ice obiect stored in the application server bv the merchant 
server: 

wherein data opoooiatod with the instance of the electronic incentive is transferred 
&em stored in the application server and is queried bv [[to]] the merchant server; 

wherein the merchant server specifies rendering of the data associated with the 
electronic incentive in response to a query fl f fly,? i nstance of the electronic incentive ; and 

wherein the promotion usage condition is indicated in the merchant a pplication 
server when a user coupled to the merchant server thereto fulfills requirement s pre-conditions of 
the instance of the electronic incentive, 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the electronic incentive 
comprises an offer selected from the group: cents of£ percent discount, price point, buy X get Y 
free, solution selling, promotion content, 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the electronic incentive 
comprises a delivery method selected from the group: non-targeted, targeted category, targeted 
usage, targeted brand, targeted market. 

4. ' (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the electronic incentive 
comprises a tracking code. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the electronic incentive 
comprises calendar data selected from the group; effective data, expiration date. 
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6. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the electronic incentive 
comprises a network computer address* 

7. (Original) The method of claim 4 wherein the usage data from the 
application server comprises data selected from the group: demographic data of the user, a 
geographic indicator of the user, a number of products purchased by the user, currency value of 
products purchased by the user, a list of products purchased by the user, the tracking code. 

8. (Currently amended) A method for a merchant server coupled to a client 
system comprises: 

requesting promotions from invoking an evaluation service object within an 
application server coupled to the merchant server for promotions, wherein an instance of a 
promotion object is created in the application server i n response thereto : 

querying ffrg.instance of the promote pfrjegt wiftfo ft^ jtpplioatjqn sqy^ &£ 
rec e iving a description of [[a]] &g promotion from tho application sorvcr, wherein the 
description includin g includes pre-conditions and A a user benefit [[;]].and 

d e termining an output representation of the promotion in response to tho 
description of tho promotion ; thereafter 

transmitting the output representation of the description promotion to a client . 
system for display to a user; 

receiving a selection of at least one item from the client system; 
, transmitting tho oelootion of th o at least on e it e m to the application - serv e r; 

invoking a savings method in a service object within the application server to 
determine a savings amount wherein wkea the savings amount comprises the user benefit when 
application server dotaniinea that the selection of the at least one item fulfills the pre-conditions 
, th e m e thod includes receiving on indioation that tho usor is provided with tho uoor bonofit from 
the application -s erver ; and thereafter 

fltorinp in a loft a record tlmt pmyj dipff the user with a visual indication of is 
provided with the user benefit. 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the user benefit is 
selected fro m the claaa a group consisting of : cents oft percent discount, price point, buy X get 
Y free, solution selling, promotion content. 

10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 wherein reoeiving-tfae 

- doncription of the promotion oorepris es r e oeiving tho doocriptioi frwhea the evaluation service 
obi ect includes determining whether the user meets target criteria, wherein the target criteria 
being is selected from the-etas s a group consisting of : targeted user, targeted user demographic, 
targeted user usage, targeted user brand, targeted user market 

1 1 - (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the pre-conditions 
are selected from fee-olas a a group consisting of : purchase of an item, purchase of a quantity of 
an item, purchase of at least two different items. 
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12. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 wherein requ e sting 
promotions from tho a pplicati o n server comprises 

the evaluati on service object includes determining a category of items for display 
for the client system;-and 

roquosting promotions from th e application ■ server - in roaponso - to tho cat e gory of 

13. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 further com pmiag 
feaas^i ttrog a plurality of itsmo to tho cli e nt syatem for dis play} 

wherein requesting promotions from th e application serve* oomprioeo requesting 
promotiorm from tho - application Beaver in respons e to th e plurality of items , 

wherein the evaluation service object evaluates a sho pp in g category associated 

with the user . 

14. (Currently amended) The method of claim S fUrther comprioing rocoiving 
a selection of a trigger item from tho client system; and 

wherein requesting promotions from tho application server comprises requesting 
promotions from the application server in r e cponoa to tho trigger i teaar 

wherein the evaluation service object evalua tes a shoppi ng cart associated with 

the user * 

1 5 . (Original) A method for an application server comprises : 
receiving [[an]] a specification of an electronic incentive from a central server, 

wherein the specification of the electronic incentive including include^ a pre-condition and a 
benefit; 

creating an instan ce of the electronic incentive for a user in response to an 
invocation ofjmevaluatian service object bv a merchant server for determini ng electronic 
incentives for a user receiving a r e quoot from a motohnnt narvrm fnr nlr^trn nw i nr r ntivftfi : 

receiving a query for a, description of the instance of the electronic incentivg 
providing a do3oription of tho olectronie incentive-te from the merchant server in response to tho 
r e qu e st wherein the description including a description -e f includes the pre-condition and the 
benefit; 

receiving an invocat ion of an amount of savings method of a service ob ject from 
" the merchant server to d etermine a savings for the user, wherein 

r e c e iving from tho morohant corver a soloction by a user of at loast on o itua*? 

determining wh e ther tho oolootion of - the on e item fiilfills - th e pr e- condition; 

when th e s e lection of tfao one m item placed in a shopping cart associated with 
the user in tfre merchant Reryer fulfills the pre-condition, providing the merchant aerver wife - the 
amount of savings me thod indicates t he benefi t to the user in th e merchanf pewff [[;]] a and 

wh e n tho s e l e ction of tho ono item fulfills the pro - conditio n? recording that the 
electronic incentive has been used. 
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1 6. (Original) The method of claim 1 5 wherein the request from the 
merchant server also includes a description of a shopping category of a user. 

17. (Original) The method of claim IS wherein the request from the 
merchant server also includes an indicator of items previously selected by the user or currently 
displayed to the user. 

1 8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 5 wherein the pre-condition 
comprises purchase of the [[one]] item. 



20. (Currently amended) The method of claim IS further comprising 

fo warding th e r e cordin g indicating that the electronic incentive has been used to a centralized 
server. 

2 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 5 wherein the application server and 
the merchant server are co-located. 



19. 



Canceled. 
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